
 

 

 

  

LAKESIDE UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT 

14535 Old River Road     -     Bakersfield, CA 93311     -      p661.836.6658    f661.836.8059 

 

 
School Reopening Update  

 

July 10, 2020 

 

Dear Lakeside students, families and staff,  

 

The effects felt by COVID-19 have been worldwide and created challenges unlike anything our 

community has ever seen.  As our district prepares to reopen schools on Thursday, August 13th, 

we want to provide you with an update on the progress we’ve made.  As you know, we have 

formed a District Advisory Committee (DAC) made up of parents, teachers, classified staff and 

management, as well as administrators, with the purpose to develop a recommendation to the 

School Board for reopening schools this August.  In doing so, our DAC is required to follow 

guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control, the California Department of Public Health, the 

Kern County Health Department, and Kern County Superintendent of Schools to develop a plan 

for the safe operation of our schools. However, because of the constantly changing situation with 

COVID–19, we can’t yet be certain what the first day of school will look like. We have learned that 

we need to continue to be flexible.   

 

Our DAC has met regularly over the last several weeks, and sent surveys to parents and teachers 

to gather information to inform our decision making.  Using responses from parent surveys, 74% 

said that they would send their children to school with safety precautions.  Therefore, our DAC is 

developing a recommendation for the School Board’s approval, that includes students attending 

physically, as well as online learning. 26% of parents surveyed indicated they want full-time 

distance learning.  Therefore, a 100% distance learning option will also be available for any family 

who does not wish for their student(s) to attend in person instruction.  

 

Specifically, if permitted, the DAC’s unanimous recommendation to the School Board will be a 

blended learning model that features on-campus instruction two days each week, with online 

distance learning for the other three days.  For example, 50% of students (Group A) will physically 

attend school on Monday and Tuesday, then participate in distance learning Wednesday through 

Friday. The other 50% (Group B) will participate in distance learning Monday through Wednesday, 

and physically attend school Thursday and Friday.  This recommendation comes after many hours 

of robust discussion and compromise by DAC members, and it should be noted that no plan 

comes without risk. 

 



 

 

Our plan includes various layers of safety precautions. Each layer in itself is imperfect, but as a 

whole, this model represents a solid foundation of protection for students, staff, and the 

community.  Some of these safety precautions include: 

 

● Physical distancing of six feet 

● Requiring masks to be worn by students and staff 

● Implementing smaller student groups 

● Staggered schedules to accommodate physical distancing 

● Increased access to hand washing and hand sanitizer 

● Daily health screenings and temperature checks for students and staff 

● Training for students and staff for hand washing and wearing masks 

● Establish an isolation room for anyone showing symptoms of illness 

 

There is a lot of work to be done in order to take a high level plan to daily implementation.  There 

are no easy options, and no option that is risk free.  For example, six feet of physical distancing 

may not always be possible at all times.  We will adhere to as much physical distancing as 

possible.  Parents should understand that the risk of transmission increases as physical 

distancing decreases.  Another concern is some students may have problems wearing a mask all 

day.  We will always be sensitive and give consideration to students who struggle with wearing a 

mask due to sensory or health issues. 

 

There is no perfect plan, but with the current circumstances, this is the best possible plan for the 

safety and well-being of our students, staff, and families.  Please remember that due to the 

unpredictable nature of our government's response to COVID-19, this recommendation is 

a work in progress and may change frequently.  We will continue to update our community as 

we learn new information. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

LUSD District Advisory Committee Members 

Margee Aguirre, Classified Unit President 

Renee Antu, Suburu School Parent Representative 

Ty Bryson, District Superintendent 

Horacio Cruz, Director of Maintenance, Operations, and Transportation 

Samantha Davis, Lakeside School Parent Representative 

JJ Elcano, Director of Student Supports Services 

Valerie Garcia, Donald E. Suburu School Principal 

Kristi McAdoo, District Technology Coordinator 

Mike McGrath, Assistant Superintendent/Lakeside School Principal 

Margo Ogden, Donald E. Suburu School Teacher 

Wendy Oliver, Classified Unit Secretary 

Heather Sarti, District Nurse 

Brandy Saxon, Certificated Unit President/Speech & Language Pathologist 


